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Application No. 
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Examiner 
Gwendolyn Baxter 


Applicants) 

LAI. JAU-CHI 
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Art Unit 
3632 


r/ie MAILING DATE of this communieatton appears on the cover sheet wim the conBspmdence addiw^ ' 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION, 

• Extensions of time may bo a^railableunderthoprovisiona of 37 CF^ In no event. liowyB¥Br. may a reply be timely (Bed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the maSJng date of this comnumlcatton. 

- If the period for reply spedled above is tess than thWy (30) days, a reply within the statutory nrunimum of tNrty (30) days wBl be considered timely 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory perkid wOi apply and wiO expire SIX (6) MOIWiS from the mailing date of this communfeatton. 

- Falhjre to leply within the set or extended period for reply wnll, by stahjte. cause the appllcaUon to become ABANDONED (36 U.S.C § 133) 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this convnunicafion. even tfUmely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

2aM This action Is FINAL. 2b)ia This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 0,G. 21 3, 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ia Claim(s) M is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) Is/are objected to. 

S)0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held In al>eyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) Is objected ta See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration Is objected to by the Exanru'ner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 3S U.S.C. § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment Is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(aHd) or (Q. 
a)n All b)n Some • 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not lecehred. 


Attachment(s) 

1> iSI Motice of References Cited (PTO-8a2) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Q Information Disclosure Statement(8) (PTO-1449 or PTQ/SB/08) 

Paper No(3)/Mall Date . 


4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO>1S^ 

6) □ Other. 
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This is the first office action for application serial number 10/632,982, Mouse Pad 
Structure filed August 4, 2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as filing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. It is unclear how the 
position of the hole of smaller diameter may not be limited to a certain location on the panel, 
since the specification is silent to this feature. 

Clauns 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distincUy claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In claim 3. lines 1 and 2, ''the width of die groove" and "the smaller hole** lack proper 
antecedent basis. 

In claim 4, line 1, ''the position* lacks pioper antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
tiie basis for the rejections under this section made in diis Office action: 

A peison shall be eDtitted to apaieot unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by anoOier 
filed in the United States befbie (he invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent ^^ted on an 
application for patent by another filed in Ac United St^sos before the inventicm by tte ^plicant for patent, 
excqu diat an inteniational ai^lication filed under die treaty defined in section 351(a} shall have die effects fw 
purposes of diis subsection of an application filed in die United States only if the inteniationai applrcation 
designated the Uniied States and was published under Article 21(2) of such tieaty in die English language. 
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Claims 1, S and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,523,789B2 to Brothers. The present invention reads on Brothers as follows: 
Brothers teaches a body (1 10) proper in a shape of a hard panel. A hollow hole (1 IS) goes 
through the panel. The bottom of the panel has a plurality of protrusions (117), which is an 
anti-slippery pad. 

Claim Rejections '35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained thouiglL (he invendoa is not uloitically disclosMi or described as sec forth in 
section 102 of tbis title, if fiie dififerenoes between die subjea matter sought to be patmted aiKl die prior art aie 
such diat die subject matter as a wlK>le would have been obvious at the time die invention was to a 
personhavingordinaiy skill in die an to which said subject matter pertains. Patoitability shall not be 
negatived by die manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as bemg unpatentable over 
Brothers in view of U-S. Patent No. 6,003,446 to Leibowitz. Brothers teaches the limitations 
of the base claim, excluding a smaller hole and groove. 

Leibowitz teaches a cord holder having a groove and hole, wherein the groove is 
connected to the hole. The width of the groove is narrower than that of the smaller hole. Tlie 
position of the hole of the smaller diameter is not limited to a certain location on the panel. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time die invention was 
made to have modified the ^erture or hole as taught by Brothers to have incorporated the 
small hole and groove as taught by Leibowitz for the purpose of further retaining the mouse 
cord therein. 
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Conclusion 


The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. JP2002-23951; JP08-314630; JPlO-177453; and Dickie 5556061 teach a mouse pad 
structure having a means for supporting a cord of a computer mouse. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gwendolyn Baxter whose telephone number is 703-308-0702. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Wednesday, 8:00am -5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Leslie A Braun can be reached on 703-308-2156. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for 
unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infonnation about 
the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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